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Sign up for an evaluation account now. 
Visit learn.hmhco.com/CASuccess

 1. Select 

2.  Enter Sample Word:  
ESCALATECA17

3. Complete the form

4.  Write down Username  
and Password

5.  Bookmark the login  
page for easy return

SAMPLE NOW

California  Escalate English  
ONLINE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
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The Dashboard is organized into four main sections: 
mySmartPlanner, Resources, Assignments, and Reports. 
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For a more detailed, step-by-step guide to California  
Escalate English, select the Guided Tour icon on the Dashboard.

Escalate English
Guided Tour

Teacher 
eBook

Teacher 
Resources

Student
eBook

Student
Resources

All the Tools You Need in One  
Easy-to-Access Location

Guided Tour

Watch these 
videos FIRST!

Teacher eBook  
& Resources

Interactive, collaborative 
lessons, including integrated 
and designated EL support, 
videos, at-point-of-use PD, and 

planning tools.

Student eBook  
& Resources

Interactive, collaborative
materials, including videos, 
tutorials, online lessons, 
note-taking and word 
processing tools, Browse 
Magazine, and additional 
texts.
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Program 
Assessments

Professional
Development FYI Site myNotebook myWriteSmart

Assessments

California Escalate 
English™ includes 
a wide variety 
of assessments 
that include 
automatic scoring 
and reporting, 
performance tasks, 
and tech-enhanced 
question types.

Professional 
Development

Instructional 
practice with 
podcasts, videos, 
articles, and other 
resources by ELD 
and ELA experts.

Collaboration Resources

Stores students’ annotations 
for use in collaborative 
conversations and 
performance tasks, and 
connects students to a  
21st-century classroom with 

FYI Site.
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Accelerate English Proficiency with  
Engaging Student Materials

Student eBook and Resources

Stream to Start™ Videos provide 
engaging content to clarify the topic.

 For Your Information website,  
hmhfyi.com, offers curated and 
contemporary nonfiction.

Language Cam Videos model 
academic language usage in  
real-world contexts. 

UPLOAD
1  Write three posts that will be published at a later date. 

Your blog software should have a scheduling feature that 
allows you to set up your editorial calendar for future 
publication.

2  Write an entry about a favorite book or movie that you 
wish to publish at a later date.

3  Send a reminder about an upcoming event, such as a 
book reading at your local library. Make sure that your blog 
post gives an accurate date and time. You don’t want to invite 
readers to an event at the wrong location or day!

4  Write a blog post to promote a public event in your area. 
Set your post up so that the future blog date matches the 
specific date in mind. Add a special design for fun!

Language Cam video
Watch the video to learn more about the 

different kinds of stories people tell.

155

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A;CA-A

Links to online media and digital tools extend and enrich instruction,  
encouraging meaningful discussion and collaboration for all students.
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In the last selection, you read about 
slave narratives from the 1700s. The 
podcast you’ll listen to next discusses a 
more recent kind of storytelling.

Background on Storytelling
For most of human history, storytelling 
was the only way to pass on stories.
That is, until the invention of writing 
over 5,000 years ago. Eventually, novels 
and other kinds of written stories 
became an important way of sharing 
culture. In 1932, the American Association for the Blind began 
to produce audio recordings of books for people unable to 
read them. Since then, these audio books have become widely 
available to a variety of listeners, and feature all kinds of 
written work.

 SETTING A PURPOSE

While listening to this podcast, consider the skills a narrator 
of audio books needs to have. How are these skills similar 
to those a writer needs to have? How are they different?

Podcast: Art of Storytelling Alive and 
Well in Audio Books

166166 UNIT 4 | ART OF STORYTELLING ALIVE AND WELL IN AUDIO BOOKS

ELD PI.5.1 ELA SL.5.1  and  ELD PI.5.5 ELA SL.5.1

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A;CA-A
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Accelerate English Proficiency with  
Engaging Student Materials

Browse Magazine is designed 
for independent reading, 
featuring topical articles, 
puzzles, and engaging visuals.

 myNotebook enables students to easily 
collect, organize, and tag text evidence for 
use in speaking and writing.

 myWriteSmart is a dynamic digital workspace 
for drafting, revising, collaborating, editing, and 
completing performance tasks.

Authentic podcasts  
model academic language  
in everyday contexts.
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“Conner, have I ever told you the legend about the 

Walking Fish?” Mr. Bailey asked him.

He looked up at his father. “The Walking Fish?” 

Conner asked. “Dad, no offense, but I don’t think one of 

your stories is going to make me feel better this time.”

“All right, suit yourself,” Mr. Bailey said.

A few moments passed, and Conner’s curiosity got the 

best of him.

“Okay, you can tell me about the Walking Fish,” 

Conner said.

Mr. Bailey’s eyes lit up as they always did just before 

he was about to tell a story. Conner could tell this was 

going to be a good one.

“Once upon a time, there was a large fish who lived in 

a lake by himself,” Mr. Bailey told him. “Every day, the 

fish would watch longingly as a boy from the village 

nearby would play with all the horses and dogs 

and squirrels on land—”

“Is a dog going to die in this story, 

Dad?” Conner interrupted. “You know I 

hate stories when dogs die—”

50

60

longingly: with desire 
or need

The idiom suit yourself 
means “do as you like.”

175
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Magazine

LV 8 1613294

Check out these interesting
articles and fun activities 
designed for independent reading!

 •	Culture	and	Belonging

 •	The	Thrill	of	Horror

 •	The	March	Toward	Freedom

 •	Approaching	Adulthood

 •	Personal	Legacy

 •	The	Value	of	Work

Art on Earth

The Move Toward Freedom

Legendary Escape

Annotate: Students can highlight,  
take notes, and share with classmates.



The Contents icon allows you to navigate 

anywhere in the book, including:

• Introduction

• Each unit and its selections:

 • Student Resources

 • Language Transfer Resources

The Notes icon allows you to annotate, tag, 

and save notes about the selection into 

myNotebook. These can later be used to 

support answers to activities and writing for 

performance tasks.
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Support Planning and Instruction

Teacher eBook

Assessment Links built right into 
the Teacher’s eBook help teachers 
analyze student progress and 
inform instruction for relevant and 
personalized support.

The Teacher eBook provides point-of-use 
access to instructional support resources.
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Support Planning and Instruction

Access resources such as  
Show-It Visuals and the  
Student Activity Book with  
point-of-use links.



Teacher Resources
Discover the instructional supports that allow students  
to engage deeply with on-level content.

10

Resources to Support You  
and Your Students

Family Letters are available in English, Spanish, 
Mandarin, Vietnamese, and more.

Grammar and Language Handbook 
provides resources for instruction and 
practice in foundational skills acquisition.



Program Assessments
Enhanced online assessments measure  
students’ abilities and knowledge.
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Assessments Prepare Students  
for SBAC SUCCESS

California Escalate English provides a wide array of 
assessments that span the entire instructional sequence, 
including guidance on how to interpret results and 
successfully motivate students. 

Reporting features are designed to inform both teachers  
and parents of students’ progress. 



Escalate English™, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™, Stream to Start™, Channel One News®, and HMH Player™ are trademarks or registered trademarks of  

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 07/15 MS147857

*This product is not endorsed by nor affiliated with Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. 
Connect with us:

hmhco.com • 800.225.5425

learn.hmhco.com/CASuccess

#CASuccess

HMH Player™ allows you the ultimate instructional flexibility to 
integrate open-source content, images, and videos to customize or 
create new lessons.
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