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California Escalate English provides a wide array of assessments to 
help inform, guide, and monitor successful student progress!

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW

• Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Preparation 
and Practice

• Formative and Progress 
Monitoring 

• Self-Assessment

ASSESSMENT
OPTIONS:
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California Escalate English exceeds the expectations of traditional 
assessments with tools and practice opportunities to prepare students 
for California Common Core assessments.

• Highly scaffolded instruction 
and practice

• Questions about individual 
texts that require comparison, 
contrast, and synthesis across 
multiple texts

• Students are required to cite 
text evidence in Written and 
Oral Production

PREPARING FOR
SBAC SUCCESS

To prepare students for Smarter Balanced Assessments, the performance 
tasks after each selection in California Escalate English include:

 *This product is not endorsed by nor affiliated with Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
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• Research

• Opinion

• Informative Essay

• Response to Literature

• Narrative

• Narrative Presentation

Unit Performance Tasks 
assess students’ mastery 
and ability to apply the 
concepts through:

myWriteSmart 
myWritesmart is an 
interactive, collaborative 
writing tool that prepares 
students for the writing 
required by the California 
Common Core State ELA/
ELD Standards. 

AUTOMATIC
REPORTING
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FORMATIVE and PROGRESS
-MONITORING

Unit Pretests provide valuable 
information about what 
students know, aiding the 
teacher in determining how to 
maximize instructional time. 

Minute-by-Minute Assessment Trackers enable teachers to 
record students’ progress against California ELD Standards. 
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FORMATIVE and PROGRESS
-MONITORING

How English Works Assessments administered after every five 
lessons measure mastery of language structures and concepts in 
oral and written formats at different levels of production.

Language Analysis Formative 
Checklists provide a running 
record of students’ language 
performance.

Vocabulary Assessments after every 
10 lessons confirms that students 
know and can use newly acquired 
academic and critical vocabulary.
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Use with Lessons 26–30 in each unit and at any other points as needed.              

This chart is for teachers, for observation and analysis of student progress throughout the year. During 

each unit, use the information to plan future instruction for your students.

Unit   Date 

 Student names

Use of Grammar 
Does the student use appropriate verb types and tenses?

Does the student expand noun phrases to enrich meanings?

Does the student use adverbs and prepositional phrases to 
provide details?

Does the student combine ideas (for example, combining 
clauses to make compound sentences with and, but, so)?

Does the student condense ideas to create precise sentences? 
(for example, by adding prepositional phrases or embedded 
clauses)?

Use of Vocabulary
Does the student use a variety of words to create interest and 
precision (for example, a range of words with similar meanings)?

Does the students accurately use academic vocabulary or 
domain-specific words?

Organization

Does the student create sequences that unfold naturally and 
logically?  

Does the student use pronouns and other resources 
appropriately?

Does the student use connecting words to link events?

Spelling and Punctuation

Does the student use appropriate punctuation?

Does the student spell words correctly?

Register and Style

Does the student use appropriate register (language that is 
appropriately formal, informal, or conversational)? 

Does the student speak with confidence and clarity?

Language Analysis Formative Assessment

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=A
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SUMMATIVE  ASSESSMENT

Rubrics for Evaluation allow teachers to assess students in the areas of 
speaking and listening based on their levels of English proficiency.

Unit Assessments feature 
questions in multiple formats, 
including selected response, 
constructed response, and 
open-ended questions.

 TECH-ENHANCED 
ITEM BANKS
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SELF ASSESSMENT

Performance Checklists 
encourage students to take 
ownership of the learning 
process by assessing 
their preparation of a 
performance task product. 

California Escalate English 
Reporting informs instruction by 
generating reports by student, 
class, unit, and standard.

Student Profile System 
tracks student growth 
over time and indicates 
exit readiness.
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Locate your HMH Representative

hmhco.force.com/replocator

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™ is a trademark of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. 07/15  MS147946

Connect with us:

hmhco.com • 800.225.5425

learn.hmhco.com/CASuccess

#CASuccess

GO TO learn.hmhco.com/CASuccess

SELECT Sample Now
ENTER Sample Word: ESCALATECA17
Complete the form
Write down Username and Password
Log in at my.hrw.com
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