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Designed for today’s digital natives,  
California Collections merges tools that students 
use with new ones that will make learning  
a lifelong endeavor. Explore now!



For a more detailed, step-by-step guide to California Collections, select  
the Guided Tour icon on the Dashboard.

Collections 
Guided Tour

Teacher 
eBook

Leveled 
Readers

Teacher 
Resources

Student
eBook

Interactive 
Lessons

Student
Resources

Guided Tour

Watch these videos 
FIRST!

Teacher eBook  
& Resources

Interactive, collaborative 
lessons, including integrated and 
designated EL support, videos,  
at-point-of-use PD, and planning tools.

Student eBook  
& Resources

Interactive, collaborative
materials, including videos, tutorials, 
online lessons, note-taking and word 
processing tools, Close Reader, and 
additional texts.

 ⠕ Your personalized  
Smart Teacher Dashboard  
is organized into four  
main sections: 
mySmartPlanner, 
Resources, Assignments, 
and Reports. 

All the tools you need in one easy-to-access location.
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California Collections Online Program Highlights 



Program 
Assessments

Continuum
Assessments

Professional
Development

FYI Site myNotebook myWriteSmart

Assessments

California Collections 
includes a wide variety  
of assessments that  
include automatic  
scoring and reporting, 
performance tasks, and 
adapted question types.

Collaboration Resources

These allow students and 
teachers to stay connected in 
the 21st-century classroom.

Sign up for an evaluation account now.  
Visit learn.hmhco.com/CASuccess

 1. Select 

2.  Enter Sample Word: CAELA17

3. Complete the form

4.  Write down Username and Password

5.  Bookmark the login page for easy return

SAMPLE NOW

Professional 
Development

Instructional practice with 
podcasts, videos, articles, 
and other resources by ELD 
and ELA experts.

All the tools you need in one easy-to-access location.
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California Collections Online Program Highlights 



 ⠕  Stream to Start™ Videos open each 
collection with engaging content to 
clarify the topic.

 ⠕  For Your Information website,  
hmhfyi.com, offers curated and 
contemporary nonfiction.

 ⠕  Channel One News® provides engaging, 
current media about the world in which 
students live and additional information 
on related topics.

 ⠕  Embedded Questions allow students to answer 
questions directly in the eBook and save to 
myNotebook  for accessing as they complete 
collections and unit level performance tasks,  
or students can send answers directly to the teacher. 
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Keep Students Engaged with  
Tools That Encourage Learning

Student eBook
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Graham Salisbury (b. 1944) was born in Pennsylvania but 
grew up in Hawaii.  Growing up with a distant mother and 
without a father, who was killed in World War II, Salisbury 
lacked guidance.  His characters explore choices similar to those 
he faced—making and keeping friends and learning honesty 
and courage. Their struggles, like Salisbury’s, also take place in 
a Hawaiian setting.  Among his many writing awards are the 
Boston Globe/Horn Book award and a School Library Journal 
Best Book of the Year award.

SettinG a PurPoSe As you read, pay attention to how a 
tragic event affects Vinny. Write down any questions you have 
while reading.

When Vinny and three others dropped down into the 
ravine,1 they entered a jungle thick with tangled 

trees and rumors of what might have happened to the dead 
boy’s body.

The muddy trail was slick and, in places where it had 
fallen away, flat-out dangerous. The cool breeze that swept the 
Hawaiian hillside pastures above died early in the descent.

There were four of them—Vinny; his best friend, Joe-
Boy; Mo, who was afraid of nothing; and Joe-Boy’s haole2 
girlfriend, Starlene—all fifteen. It was a Tuesday in July, two 
weeks and a day after the boy had drowned. If, in fact, that’s 
what had happened to him.

1 ravine (rә-vēn´): a deep, narrow valley made by running water.
2 haole (hou´lē): in Hawaii, a white person or non-native Hawaiian.

Short Story by Graham Salisbury

As you read, save new 
words to myWordList.

The Ravine 3

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info”
CorrectionKey=NL-A;CA-A;NCC-A
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CLOSE READ

Close Read Screencasts

TEACH

Modeled Discussions
Have students click the Close Read icon in their eBook to access a screencast in which 
readers discuss and annotate lines 1–7, a key passage that introduces the setting and 
a central issue of the story.

As a class, view and discuss the video. Then have students pair up to do an 
independent close read of an additional passage—Vinny’s moment of decision about 
whether or not to jump (lines 297–308).

Graham Salisbury Have students read the information 
about the author. Explain that Salisbury’s work focuses on 
the need to make choices in life and how young people 
struggle with this need wherever they may grow up. 
Making choices can be confusing and even frightening; 
Salisbury feels that as a writer he has a responsibility to 
explore these issues with readers through the authentic 
experiences and characters he creates.

SettinG a PurPoSe Direct students to use the Setting 
a Purpose prompt to focus their reading. Remind them to 
write down questions as they read.

Describe Stories: Character 
and Setting (LINES 1–12)

Explain to students that the characters, the people 
or animals the story is about, and the setting, or time 
and place of a story, are important story elements that 
an author usually identifies early in a story. The author 
quickly establishes who the main character or characters 
are and what the problem might be.

A  Cite teXt eViDenCe Have students read lines 1–12 
and identify the story characters and setting, including 
who is the main character. (The characters are Vinny,  
Joe-Boy, Mo, and Starlene; the setting is a jungle ravine. 
Vinny is the main character.)

Make inferences (LINES 8–12)

Explain that readers often have to figure out something 
that an author has not explained. Tell students that in 
these cases, readers may need to make an inference, or 
a logical guess based on facts and one’s own knowledge 
and experience, to understand a story clearly.

B  aSK StuDentS to reread lines 8–12 and state an 
inference they can make about any of the characters 
or the setting. (Possible responses: Vinny is the main 
character; the characters will talk about the dead boy; the 
ravine is a little scary and/or dangerous.)

english Language Support
To help students understand how to make an inference, 
read lines 8–12 aloud and express an inference. (The 
author writes about a boy drowning and then wonders if it 
really happened. This suggests that the characters will talk 
about the dead boy.)

 ELA  RL.6.3
 ELD  PI.6.6a

 ELA  RL.6.1
 ELD  PI.6.6b

 ELA  RL.6.10  ELD  PI.6.1, PI.6.5

EXPANDING/BRIDGING

The Ravine 3
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 ⠕  Text in Focus thought-provoking videos 
cement understanding of each text with 
visual and graphic explanations.

 ⠕  Close Read Screencasts  
exhibit meaning-making modeled 
conversations about text.

 ⠕  Xplor eMagazine  
extends reading with multi-genre 

selections aligned to California 
Collections’ topics. 

Grades 6–8

 ⠕  English/Spanish 
Glossary at point of use 
in the eBook supports  
access to complex text.

 ⠕  Digital Annotation Tools 
encourage personalized 
analysis, synthesis, and  
note-taking.

 ⠕  myNotebook is a repository 
for personalized notes used for 
reflection and review and writing 
to sources.
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Keep Students Engaged with  
Tools That Encourage Learning



Interactive Writing, Speaking  
& Listening Lessons
Dynamic lessons with models, 
feedback, and practice grow writing, 
speaking, and listening skills.

Students access dynamic tools, such as myWriteSmart, myNotebook and interactive lessons, 
from their Student Dashboard or directly at point of use in their Student Edition.
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Achieve Performance Task SUCCESS with Dynamic Tools

myNotebook

myNotebook allows students to collect and 
organize text evidence into their writing.



Students have access to reference materials directly in their eBooks to use 
in completing performance tasks. Reference materials include:

• Performance Task  
Reference Guide

• Reading Information Texts 

• Reading Arguments

• Grammar 

• Vocabulary & Spelling

• Glossaries
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Achieve Performance Task SUCCESS with Dynamic Tools

myWriteSmart

Students can develop stronger writing 
skills and collaborate with peers.

 ⠕ OriginalityCheck® reports  
percentage of writing found  
in other sources.

 ⠕ Sources are color coded and 
hyperlinked in student text.

 ⠕ A side-by-side comparison shows 
each source and student text.



The Contents icon allows you to navigate 

anywhere in the book, including:

• Introduction

• Each collection and its selections:

 • Close Reader Selections

 • Media Selections

 • Performance Tasks

• Interactive Lessons

• Speaking and Listening Interactive Lessons

• Reference Materials 

The Notes icon allows you to annotate, tag, 

and save notes about the selection into 

myNotebook. These can later be used to 

support answers to activities and writing for 

performance tasks.

 ⠕ Interactive Whiteboard Lessons 
focus instruction on understanding 
text types, citing text evidence, making 
inferences, and summarizing.

 ⠕ Professional Development is built in for 
enhancing skills and knowledge. 

 ⠕ HISTORY® Videos engage 
students with videos that bring 
subject matter to life.
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Dynamic Tools on Every Page  
Support Planning and Instruction

Teacher eBook

Explore these dynamic tools:



 ⠕ Level Up Interactive Tutorials 
focus on reading skills and 
strategies including analyzing 
visuals, summarizing, main idea, 
and making predictions.

 ⠕ Text in Focus videos cement 
understanding of each text with 
visual and graphic explanations.
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Dynamic Tools on Every Page  
Support Planning and Instruction



Teacher Resources
Access a variety of teacher resources and support tools, including instruction 
for Designated English Language Development lessons.

 ⠕ Language Workshop supports English 
learners as they acquire the language skills 
essential to engage with and master core 
content, giving every California student the 
necessary skills for success in the 21st century.

 ⠕ Weekly Five-Step Lesson parallels and supports 
instruction in the Student Edition. English learners 
get help as they develop and apply language, 
making texts accessible, content comprehensible, 
and productive tasks possible. 
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Resources for Designated ELD Assessments  
Prepare Students for High-Stakes Tests



Review the comprehensive suite of California Collections assessments, 
including the CAASP Practice Tests and Performance Tasks and SBAC* 
practice through tech-enhanced items.

 ⠕ The Assessment Hub provides a wide array of assessments that 
scale the entire instructional sequence. They provide diagnostic 
information and curriculum assessment to evaluate learning, 
including guidance on how to interpret results and successfully 
motivate students. Reporting features are designed to inform 
both teachers and parents of students’ progress. 

Program Assessments
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Resources for Designated ELD Assessments  
Prepare Students for High-Stakes Tests



*This product is not endorsed by nor affiliated with Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium.  

HISTORY® and related logos are the property of A&E Television Networks (AETN). Turnitin® and OriginalityCheck® are registered trademarks of iParadigms, LLC.  

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™, Stream to Start™, Channel One News®, and HMH Player™ are trademarks or registered trademarks of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. © Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 07/15 MS147945

Connect with us:

hmhco.com • 800.225.5425

learn.hmhco.com/CASuccess

 ⠕ Teachers enjoy the ultimate instructional flexibility to integrate 
their own lessons with open-source content, images, and videos 
to customize or create new lessons.

 ⠕ Designed for today’s digital natives, HMH Player™ connects students 
to their interactive lessons, and a variety of digital tools maximizes 
the amount of time students are on task both in and out of school. 

#CASuccess
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